
REASON FOR BEING … 
A good Lioness Club has many purposes; Friendship, Fellowship and Enjoyment through 
service to the community and a creative use of time.  But the very essence of a Lioness 
Club Membership is service to others.  Working side-by-side with other women and men who 
share their ideals, a person has a chance to express concern for human need activities that 
benefit communities both near and far.  Members of a Lioness Club can learn what their 
partners in the sponsoring Lions Club are doing to help others.  They have the opportunity to 
“Create and foster a spirit of understanding amongst the peoples of the world”, which is the first 
Purpose of Lions Clubs. This opens up a whole word of International friendship and 
understanding. 
 

IN THE BEGINNING … 
From a modest start, Lioness Clubs continue to grow from strength to strength. Lioness Clubs 
are still very active in many parts of the Lions world.  The first Lioness Club was formed in 
North Carolina, USA. The Ladies Auxiliary of the Lions Club Mt Pleasant, a group of 40 women, 
wanted to be a more effective Lions affiliated group.  They were certified December 24th 

1975 to become the first Lioness Club.  
 
In Australia approximately eight “first Lioness Clubs” were certified in the 1975/1976 year. Many 
of these “first” Clubs had for several years previously 
operated as Lions Ladies Auxiliaries.  The Public Relations Officer of Brisbane Bardon Lioness 
Club Ms Betty McGrath, reported that: “The change noticed since changing their name to 
Lioness from Lions Ladies Auxiliary has been the extra enthusiasm of the ladies to help 
their fellow man”.   
 
In October 1991, the International Association of Lions Clubs decided to withdraw international 
support for Lioness Clubs. That meant that Lioness Clubs could continue, as before, with a 
Sponsor Club and participating in all activities as they so wished but would not receive any 
material or assistance from Lions Clubs International (LCI) Headquarters Oakbrook, USA. In 
Australia, The Multiple District 201 Council of District Governors saw fit to extend support to 
Lioness Clubs through an expanded Multiple District (MD) Lioness Committee. This committee 
produces a quarterly newsletter called “Lioness Pride”, which contains information, advice and 
reports with graphics of many Lioness activities. Other material is also produced by this 
committee for Lioness Clubs’ use. The MD Committee also conducts an annual competition, 
“The Fonnie Tresise Premier Project Award” to find the Club with the best project for the 
year.  Today, Lioness Clubs in MD201 are a strong and progressive movement.  Men are now 
welcome as members. The majority of the Clubs have retained their ‘Ladies Only’ status. 
Membership of a Lioness Club is by invitation only. There are approximately 125 Clubs and 
2000 members   


